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After25years,whoremembers?FranklinLambwritingfromSabraCShatilacamp,LivefromLebanon,Sep13,2007

ALebanesewomanmarriedtoaPalestinianfromHaifacarriespicturesofherchildrenkilledinthe1982SabraandShatilaMassacreduringa25thanniversarycommemorationnearthecampsinBeirut,10September2007.(MaureenClareMurphy)DearestJanet,It'saverybeautifulfalldayhereinBeirut,25yearsagothisweeksincethe16C18September1982MassacreatthePalestinianrefugeecampsatSabraCShatila.Brightblueskyandafallbreeze.Itactuallyrainedlastnight,enoughtocleanoutsomeofthehumidityanddust.Fortunately,notenoughtomaketheusualrainCcreatedswampofsewageandfilthonRueSabra,orfloodthegrasslessburialgroundofthemassgrave(thecampresidentsnameditMartyrsSquareCConeofseveralsoCnamedmemorialsnowinLebanon)whereyouoncetoldmethatonSunday,19September1982,youwatched,sickened,asfamiliesandRedCrescentworkerscreatedasubterraneanmountainofbutcheredandbulletCriddledvictimsfromthose48hoursofslaughter.Someofthebodieshadlimbsandheadschoppedoff,someboyswerecastrated,crossescarvedintosomeofthebodies.Asyoulaterwrotetomeinyourperfectcursive:"Isawdeadwomenintheirhouseswiththeirskirtsuptotheirwaistsandtheirlegsspreadapartjdozensofyoungmenshotafterbeinglinedupagainstanalleywalljchildrenwiththeirthroatsslit,apregnantwomanwithherstomachchoppedopen,hereyesstillwideopen,herblackenedfacesilentlyscreaminginhorrorjcountlessbabiesandtoddlerswhohadbeenstabbedorrippedapartandwhohadbeenthrownintogarbagepiles."TodayMartyrsSquareisnotmuchofamemorialtotheupwardsof1,700,mainlywomenandchildren,whoweremurderedbetween16C18September.Youwouldnotbepleased.
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14.09.2007 http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article8989.shtml #2Acoupleoffadedpostersandamisspelledbannerthatreads"1982:SabaMassacer"hangnearthecenterofthe20CbyC40Cyardareawhichforyearsfollowingthemassburialwasagarbagedump.Today,roamingaroundthegrasslessplotofgroundisalargeoldyellowdogthatignoresacoupleofhensandsixpeepsscratchingandpeckingaround.Sinceyouwentaway,themainfactsofthemassacreremainthesameasyourresearchuncoveredinthemonthsthatfollowed.Atthattime,yourfindingswerethemostdetailedandaccurateastowhatoccurredandwhowasresponsible.TheoldsevenCstoryKuwaitiEmbassyfromwhichArielSharon,RafaelEitan,AmosYaron,ElieHobeika,FadiFremandothersmaintainedradiocontactandmonitoredthe48hoursofcarnagewithaclearviewintothecampswastorndownyearsago.Anewonehasbeenbuiltandtheyarestillconstructingamosqueonitsgrounds.IamsorrytoreportthattodayinLebanon,thefamiliesofthevictimsofthemassacredailysinkdeeperintotheabyss.NowhereonearthdothePalestiniansliveinsuchfilthandsqualor."WorsethanGaza!"ajournalistrecentlyinPalestineexclaimed.A2005Lebaneselawthatwastoopenupaccesstosomeofthe77professionsthePalestinianshavebeenbarredfrominLebanonhadnoaffect.Theirsocial,economic,political,andlegalstatuscontinuestoworsen."It'sahopelesssituationherenow,"accordingtoJamileIbrahimShehade,theheadofoneof12socialcentersinthecamp."Thereare15,000peoplelivinginonesquarekilometer."Jamilerunsacenterwhichprovidesbasicfacilitiessuchasadentalclinicandanurseryforchildren.ItreceivesassistancefromNorwegianPeople'sAidandtheLebaneseNGO,PopularAidforReliefandDevelopment."Thiswholeareawasnothingbeforethecampswerehereandtherehasbeenverylittledoneintermsofbuildinginfrastructure,"Shehadeexplained.ContinuedmiseryinthecampshastakenaheavypsychologicaltollontheresidentsofSabraandShatila,aidworkersheresay.Tempersrunhighasaresultoffrustrationfromthedailygrindinthedecrepithousingcomplex.Inallthe12PalestiniancampsinLebanontensionsandtempersrisewithincreasingfamily,neighborhood,andsectconflicts.SalafistandothermilitantgroupsareforminginandaroundLebanon'sPalestiniancampsbutnotsomuchhereintheHizballahCcontrolledareaswheresecurityisbetter.InSabraCShatilaschoolswillrundoubleshiftswhentheyopenattheendofthismonthandelectricityandwaterarestillabigproblem.Accordingtoa1999surveybythelocalNGONajdeh(Help),29percentof550womensurveyedinsevenofthe12officialrefugeecampsscatteredacrossLebanon,haveadmittedbeingvictimsofphysicalviolence.Cocaineandhashishusearebecomingaconcerntothecommunity.ThereissomenewinformationabouttheSabraCShatilaMassacrethathascometolightovertheyears.FewIsraelisbutmanyoftheChristianLebaneseForces,followingthenationalamnesty,wantedtomaketheirpeaceandhaveconfessedtotheirrole.Ihavespokenwithafewofthem.RememberthatfellowyouoncescreamedatandcalledabutcheroutsideofPhalangeHQinEastBeirut,JosephHaddad?Atthetimehedeniedeverythingashelookedyoustraightintheeyesandmadethesignofthecross.Well,hedidfinallyconfess22yearslater,aroundthetimeofhisyoungestdaughter'sconfirmationinhislocalparish.Yoursuspicionswereindeedcorrect.Hisunit,thesecondtoenterthecamp,hadbeensuppliedwithcocaine,hashishandalcoholtoincreasetheircourage.HeandothersgavetheirstoriestoDerSpiegelandvariousdocumentaryfilmmakers.ManyofthekillersnowfreelyadmitthattheyconductedathreeCdayorgyofrapeandslaughterthatlefthundreds,asmanyas3,500theyclaim,possiblymore,ofinnocentciviliansdeadinwhatisconsideredthesinglebloodiestincidentoftheArabCIsraeliconflictandacrimeforwhichIsraelwillbecondemnedforeternity.Yourfriend,UmAhmad,stilllivesinthesamehousewhereshelostherhusband,foursonsandadaughterwhenJoseph,athickCsetmilitiamancarryinganassaultrifle,bundledeveryoneintooneroomoftheirhovelandopenedfire.Shestillexplainslikeitwasyesterday,howthecondonedslaughterunfolded,recallingeachofherfoursonsbyname,Nizar,Shadi,FaridandNidal.IaskedJosephifhewantedtositwithUmAhmadandseekforgivenessandpossibleredemptionsincehehasnowbecomealayclericinhisparish.Hedeclinedbutsenthiscondolenceswithflowers.
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14.09.2007 http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article8989.shtml #3Doyouremember,Janet,howweusedtowalkdownRueSabrafromGazaHospitaltoAkkaHospitalduringthe75CdayIsraelisiegein'82,asyouusedtosay,"toseemypeople?"GazaHospitalisnowgone,occupiedandstrippedbytheSyrianCbackedAmalmilitiaduringtheCampWarsof'85C87.Itsremainingroomsarenowpackedwithrefugees.Oneoldladywhoendedupthereexplainedhowit'sherfourthhomesincebeingforcedfromPalestinein1948.ShesurvivedthePhalangistattackonanddestructionofTelalCZa'atarcampin1976fledfromtheFatahalCIslamSalafistsinNahralCBaredcampinMayofthisyearandworeoutherwelcomeattheteemingandoverwhelmedBaddawicampnearTripolilastmonth.MostofyourfriendswhoworkedwiththePalestineRedCrescentSociety(PCRS)aregonefromLebanon.Ourcherishedfriend,HadlaAyubihassemiCretiredinAmman,UmWalid,DirectorofAkkarHosptial,finallydidreturntoPalestinefollowingOslo,stillwiththePRCS.AnditsPresident,Dr.FathiArafat,yourgoodfriend,passedawayinDecemberof2004inCairolessthanamonthafterhisbrotherAbuAmmardiedinParis.Theybothlovedyouforallyouhaddonefortheirpeople.ThattrashdumpneartheSabraMosqueisnowamountain.YesterdayIdidadoubleCtakeasIwalkedbybecauseIsawthreeyounggirlsCCassweetandprettyaseverIhaveseen,maybeseventonineyearsoldCCinragspickingthroughthenastygarbage.Theirarmswerecoveredwithwhitechemicalpaste.Apparentlywhoeversentthemtoscavengesoughttoprotectthemfromdisease.AsIclimbedthroughthefilthtogivethemmylast6,000LL($4USD)theymanagedasmileandgigglewhenIslippedonabrokenthinplasticbagofjuicycactusfruitskinsandplungedtomyknees.InsomeareasofthecampstherearemainlySyrianssellingcheap"taxfree"goods.StillsomeArafatloyalists,mainlyamongtheoldergeneration.Palpablestressamongjustabouteveryoneitseems.OneyoungPalestinianexplainedtomehisworrythatwiththeupcomingparliamentaryelectiontochooseanewpresidentscheduledfor25September,theremaybefightingandhis6OctoberSATexamsmaybecancelledandhewon'tbeabletocontinuehisstudies.WhenyouandIlastspoke,Janet,itwason16AprilofthatyearandIwasenroutetotheAthensairporttocatchaflighttoBeiruttobewithyou,youtoldmeyouwereworkingonevidencetoconvictSharonandothersofwarcrimes.Twentyyearslater,lawyersrepresentingtwodozenvictims'andotherrelativesattemptedtohaveArielSharontriedforthemassacreunderBelgianlegislation,whichgrantsitscourtsuniversaljurisdictionforwarcrimes.TherehadbeengreatexpectationsaboutthecaseamongthePalestiniansandtheirfriends,sinceasyouremember,Sharonhadalreadybeenfoundtobear"personalresponsibility"inthemassacresbytheIsraeliKahanCommissionofInquirythatconcludedheshouldn'teveragainholdpublicoffice.ButhopesweredashedwhentheBelgiumCourt,underUSandIsraelipressure,decidedthecasewasinadmissible.IregrettoreportthatallthosewhoperpetratedthemassacreatSabraCShatilaescapedjustice.NoneofthehundredsofPhalangeandHaddadmilitiawhocarriedouttheslaughterwereeverpunished.Infact,theygotablanketamnestyfromtheLebanesegovernment.Asforthemainorganizersandfacilitators,theirmassacreatSabraCShatilaturnedouttobeexcellentcareermovesforvirtuallyallofthem.ArielSharonresignedasMinisterofDefensebutretainedhiscabinetpositioninMenachemBegin'sgovernmentandoverthenext16yearsheldfourmoreministerialposts,includingthatofForeignMinister,beforebecomingPrimeMinisterinFebruary2001.Followingthe2002Jeninrampage,USPresidentGerogeW.Bushanointedhim"amanofpeace."RafaelEitan,IsraeliChiefofStaff,whosharedSharon'sdecisiontosendinthePhalangekillersandhelpeddirecttheoperation,waselectedtotheKnessetasleaderofthesmallultrarightCwingpartyTzomet.In1984hewasnamedAgricultureMinisterandDeputyPrimeMinisterin1996.HecurrentlyservesasheadofTzometandisjockeyingforanothercabinetpositioninthenextgovernment.MajorCGeneralYehoshuaSaguy,ArmyChiefofIntelligence,foundbytheKahanCommissiontohavemade"extremelyseriousomissions"inhandlingtheSabraCShatilaaffair,laterbecamearightCwingmemberoftheKnessetandisnowmayoroftheultraCrightistcommunityofBatCYam,alittletownnearTelAviv.



14.09.2007 http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article8989.shtml #4MajorCGeneralAmirDrori,ChiefofIsrael'sNorthernCommand,foundnottohavedoneenoughtostopthemassacre,a"breachofduty,"wasrecentlynamedasheadoftheIsraeliAntiquitiesCommission.BrigadierCGeneralAmosYaron,thedivisionalcommanderwhosetroopssealedthecampstopreventvictimsfromescapingandhelpeddirecttheoperationalongwithSharonandEitan,wasfoundtohave"committedabreachofduty."HewasimmediatelypromotedMajorCGeneralandmadeheadofmanpowerinthearmy,servedasDirectorCGeneraloftheIsraeliDefenseMinistryandMilitaryAttachesattheIsraeliEmbassyinWashington.HeiscurrentlyworkingforvariousIsraelilobbygroupsasascholarin"thinkthanks."ElieHobeika,theChiefofLebaneseForcesIntelligence,whoalongwithSharonmastermindedtheactualmassacre,felloutwiththePhalangein1980sundersuspicionthathewasinvolvedinkillingtheirleader,BachirGemayal.HedefectedtotheSyrians,acquiredthreeministerialpostsinpostCcivilwarLebanongovernments,includingMinisteroftheDisplaced(manythoughtheknowalotaboutthissubject)ofElectricityandWater,andin1996,SocialAffairs.On24January2002,twentyyearsafterhisinvolvementatSabraCShatila,hewasblownupinacarbombattackinEastBeirut.Twoofhisassociatesalsorumoredtobeplanningto"comeclean"regardingSharon'srolewereassassinatedinseparateincidents.AfewdaysbeforeHobeika'sdeathhestatedthathemightrevealmoreaboutthemassacreandthoseresponsibleandaccordingtoBeirut'sDailyStarstaffwhointerviewedhim,HobeikatoldthemthathislawyershadcopiesofhisfilesimplicatingSharoninmuchmoredetailthanhadbecomepublic.ThesefilesarenowisthepossessionofhissonwhofollowingSharon'sdeathmayreleasethefiles.TheystillrememberyouinBurjalCBurajnecamp.Afewweeksagooneoldmantoldme,"JanetStevens?No,Ididn'tknowher."Hepausedandthensaid,"Oh!YoumeanMissJanet!ShespokeArabic...IthinkshewasAmerican.OfcourseIrememberher!Wecalledherthelittledrummergirl.Shehadsomuchenergy.ShecaredaboutthePalestinians.Thatwassolongago.Shestoppedcomingtovisitus.Idon'tknowwhy.Howisshe?"Andso,dearestJanet,IwillbewaitingforyouatSabraCShatila,atMartyrsSquare,onSaturday,15September2007.Youwillfindmepattingandmumblingtothatoldyellowdog.HeandIhavebecomefriendsandwewillpayourrespectstothedeadandIwillreflectonthesepast25yearsandwewillwatchandwaitforyou.Youwillfindusbehindthestragglyrosebushesontherightasyouenter.Cometous,Janet.Weneedyou.Thecampresidentsneedyou,oneoftheirbrightestlights,onthis25thanniversaryofoneoftheirdarkesthours.YouwerealwaystheirmediatorandadvocateCCanduntiltodayyouaretheirmajoretteforjusticeandreturntotheirsacredPalestine.Forever,FranklinJanetLeeStevenswasbornin1951anddiedon18April1983,attheageof32,attheinstantoftheexplosionthatdestroyedtheAmericanEmbassyinBeirut.Twentyminutesbeforetheblast,JanethadarrivedattheembassytometwithUSAIDofficialBillMcIntyrebecauseshewantedtoadvocateformoreaidtotheShiaofsouthLebanonandforthePalestiniansatSabra,Shatila,andBurjal�Burajnehcamps,stemmingfromIsrael's1982invasionandthe16�18Septembermassacre.Astheysatatatableinthecafeteria,whereshehadplannedtoaskwhytheUSgovernmenthadneverevenlodgedaprotestfollowingtheIsraeliinvasionorthemassacre,avanstolenfromtheembassythepreviousJunearrivedandparkedjustinfrontoftheembassy,almostdirectlyinfrontofthecafeteria,containing2,000poundsofexplosives.ItwasdetonatedbyremotecontrolandtonsofconcretepancakedontopofJanetandBill,killing63andwounding120.RemainsofJanet'sbodywerefoundtwodayslater,unidentifiedinthebasementmorgueoftheAmericanUniversityofBeirutHospital,bytheauthor.Shewaspregnantwiththeirson,ClydeChesterLambIII.Hadhelivedhewouldbe24yearsold.Hopefullytakingafterhismotherhewould,nodoubt,beaprinceofayoungman.FranklinLamb'sbookontheSabra�ShatilaMassacre,InternationalLegalResponsibility
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