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KEYHISTORICALEVENTSTheSabraandShatilaMassacre(16O18September1982)For40hoursinSeptember1982,membersoftheIsraelioalliedLebanesePhalangistmilitiaraped,killed,andinjuredalargenumberofunarmedcivilians,mostlychildren,womenandelderlypeopleinsidetheencircledandsealedSabraandShatilacamps.Theestimateofvictimsvariesbetween700(theofficialIsraelifigure)to3,500.On6June1982,theIsraeliarmyinvadedLebanoninretaliationfortheattemptedassassinationofIsraeliAmbassadorShlomoArgovinLondonon4June.TheIsraelisecretserviceshadthatsamedayattributedtheattemptedassassinationtoadissidentPalestinianorganizationbackedbythegovernmentofIraq,whichwasatthetimeeagertodeflectworldattentionfromitsrecentsetbacksintheIran©Iraqwar.[1]TheIsraelioperation,plannedwellinadvance,wascalled"OperationPeaceforGalilee."Initially,theIsraeligovernmenthadannouncedthatitsintentionwastopenetratejust40kmintoLebaneseterritory.Themilitarycommand,however,undertheordersofDefenseMinisterArielSharon,decidedtoexecuteamoreambitiousprojectthatSharonhadpreparedseveralmonthsearlier.HavingoccupiedthesouthofthecountryanddestroyedanyPalestinianandLebaneseresistancethere,simultaneouslycommittingaseriesofviolationsagainstthecivilianpopulation,[2]IsraelitroopsproceededtopenetrateasfarasBeirut.By18June1982theyhadsurroundedthePalestineLiberationOrganization's(PLO)armedforcesinthewesternpartoftheLebanesecapital.AccordingtoLebanesestatistics,theIsraelioffensive,particularlytheintensiveshellingofBeirut,caused18,000deathsand30,000injuries,mostlyamongcivilians.Aftertwomonthsoffighting,acease©firewasnegotiatedthroughthemediationofUnitedStatesEnvoyPhilipHabib.Underthetermsofthesenegotiations,thePLOwastoevacuateBeirutunderthesupervisionofamultinationalforcedeployedintheevacuatedpartofthetown.TheHabibAccordsenvisagedthatWestBeirutwouldsubsequentlybeunderthecontroloftheLebanesearmy,andthePalestinianleadershipwasgivenguaranteesbytheAmericansregardingthesecurityofciviliansinthecampsaftertheirdeparture.TheevacuationofthePLOendedon1September1982.On10September1982,themultinationalforcesleftBeirut.Thenextday,Sharonannouncedthat"2,000terrorists"hadremainedinsidethe
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14.09.2007 http://electronicintifada.net/bytopic/145.shtml #2PalestinianrefugeecampsaroundBeirut.OnWednesday15September,thedayaftertheassassinationofPresident©electBashirGemayel,theIsraeliarmyoccupiedWestBeirut,"encirclingandsealing"thecampsofSabraandShatila,whichwereinhabitedbyLebaneseandPalestiniancivilians,theentiretyofarmedresistors(morethan14,000people)havingevacuatedBeirutanditssuburbs.[3]HistoriansandjournalistsagreethatitwasprobablyduringameetingbetweenArielSharonandBashirGemayelinBikfayaon12Septemberthatanagreementwasmadeauthorizingthe"Lebaneseforces"to"mopup"thesePalestiniancamps.[4]Sharonhadalreadyannounced,on9July1982,hisintentiontosendthePhalangistforcesintoWestBeirut,[5]andinhisautobiographyheconfirmshavingnegotiatedtheoperationduringhismeetingwithGemayelinBikfaya.[6]AccordingtostatementsmadebyArielSharonon22September1982intheKnesset(Israeliparliament),thedecisionthatthePhalangistsshouldentertherefugeecampswasmadeonWednesday,15September1982at15.30.[7]AlsoaccordingtoGeneralSharon,theIsraeliCommandhadreceivedthefollowinginstruction:"[t]heTsahal[8]forcesareforbiddentoentertherefugeecamps.The'mopping©up'ofthecampswillbecarriedoutbythePhalangesortheLebanesearmy."[9]Bydawnon15September1982,Israelifighter©bomberswereflyinglowoverWestBeirutandIsraelitroopshadsecuredtheirentry.From9am,GeneralSharonwaspresenttopersonallydirecttheIsraelipenetration,installinghimselfinthegeneralarmyareaattheKuwaitembassyjunctionsituatedattheedgeofShatilacamp.Fromtheroofofthissix©storybuilding,itwaspossibletoobservethetownandthecampsofSabraandShatilaclearly.Bymidday,thecampsofSabraandShatila©©inrealityasinglezoneofrefugeecampsinthesouthofWestBeirut©©weresurroundedbyIsraelitanksandsoldiers,whohadinstalledcheckpointsallaroundthecampsinordertomonitortheentryorexitofanyperson.Duringthelateafternoonandevening,thecampswereshelled.ByThursday16September1982,theIsraeliarmycontrolledWestBeirut.Inapressrelease,theIsraelimilitaryspokespersondeclared,"TsahalcontrolsallstrategicpointsinBeirut.Therefugeecamps,insidewhichthereisaconcentrationofterrorists,aresurroundedandsealed."Onthemorningof16September,thefollowingorderwasissuedbythearmyhighcommand:"[t]hesearchingandmoppingupofthecampswillbedonebythePhalangists/Lebanesearmy."[10]Duringthecourseofthemorning,shellswerebeingfireddownatthecampsfromhigherelevationsandIsraelisniperswereshootingatpeopleinthestreets.Byapproximatelymidday,theIsraelimilitarycommandgavethePhalangistmilitiathegreenlighttoentertherefugeecamps.Shortlyafter5pm,aunitofapproximately150PhalangistsenteredShatilacampfromthesouthandsouth©west.Atthispoint,GeneralAmirDroritelephonedArielSharonandannounced,"Ourfriendsareadvancingintothecamps.Wehaveco©ordinatedtheirentry."TowhichSharonreplied,"Congratulations!Ourfriends'operationisapproved."[11]Forthenext40hoursthePhalangistmilitiaraped,killed,andinjuredalargenumberofunarmedcivilians,mostlychildren,womenandelderlypeopleinsidethe"encircledandsealed"camps.Theseactions,accompaniedorfollowedbysystematicroundups,backedorreinforcedbytheIsraeliarmy,resultedindozensofdisappearances.TheIsraeliarmyhadfullknowledgeofwhatwasgoingoninthecampsrightupuntilthemorningofSaturday18September1982,anditsleaderswereincontinuouscontactwiththemilitialeaderswhoperpetratedthemassacre.

JournalistsinDangerEIinthePressACTION&ACTIVISMActivismNewsActionItemsLetterstotheMediaEIEXTRABYTOPICdirectoryArts,Music&CultureSatirefromBNNMultimediaLetterstoEIEIShopEIBookstore

KEYRESOURCESWeekdayPressPicksWireServicePhotosCasualtyStats



14.09.2007 http://electronicintifada.net/bytopic/145.shtml #3Yettheyneverintervened.Instead,theypreventedciviliansfromescapingthecampsandarrangedforthecampstobeilluminatedthroughoutthenightbyflareslaunchedintotheskyfromhelicoptersandmortars.Thecountofvictimsvariesbetween700(theofficialIsraelifigure)and3,500(intheinquirylaunchedbytheIsraelijournalistAmnonKapeliouk).Theexactfigurecanneverbedeterminedbecause,inadditiontotheapproximately1,000peoplewhowereburiedincommunalgravesbytheInternationalCommitteeoftheRedCross(ICRC)orinthecemeteriesofBeirutbymembersoftheirfamilies,alargenumberofcorpseswereburiedbeneathbulldozedbuildingsbythemilitiamembersthemselves.Also,particularlyon17and18September,hundredsofpeoplewerecarriedawayaliveintruckstowardsunknowndestinations,nevertoreturn.Thevictimsandsurvivorsofthemassacreshaveneverbeendeemedentitledtoaformalinvestigationofthetragedy,whetherinLebanon,Israel,orelsewhere.After400,000Israelistooktothestreetsinprotestoncenewsofthemassacrewasbroadcastbytheinternationalmedia,theIsraeliparliament(Knesset)namedacommissionofinquiry,tobepresidedoverbyYitzhakKahan,inSeptember1982.InspiteofthelimitationsoftheCommission'smandate(limitedbecauseitwasapoliticalratherthanajudicialmandateandbecausethevoicesanddemandsofthevictimswerecompletelyignored),theCommissionconcludedthattheMinisterofDefensewaspersonallyresponsibleforthemassacres.[12]UpontheinsistenceoftheCommission,andthedemonstrationsthatfolloweditsreport,SharonresignedfromhispostofMinisterofDefensebutremainedinthegovernmentasMinisterwithoutPortfolio.ItisworthnotingthatduringthePeaceNowdemonstrationimmediatelypriortoSharon's"resignation,"demonstratorswereattackedwithgrenades,resultinginthedeathofayoungdemonstrator.[13]Severalnon©officialinquiriesandreports,includingthoseofSeanMacBrideandoftheNordicCommission,basedmainlyonthetestimonyofwesterneyewitnesses,aswellasotherpiecesofjournalisticandhistoricalresearch,haveassembledvitalpiecesofinformation.[14]DespiteevidenceofwhattheUNSecurityCouncildescribedasa"criminalmassacre,"andtherankingoftheSabraandShatilamassacresinhumankind'scollectivememoryasamongthemostheinouscrimesofthe20thcentury,themanfound"personallyresponsible"forthiscrime,aswellashisassociatesandthepeoplewhocarriedoutthemassacres,haveneverbeenpursuedorpunished.In1984,IsraelijournalistsSchiffandYa'ariconcludedtheirchapteronthemassacrewiththissoberingreflection:"IfthereisamoraltothepainfulepisodeofSabraandShatila,ithasyettobeacknowledged."[15]Therealityofthisimpunityremainstruetothisday.TheUnitedNationsSecurityCouncilcondemnedthemassacrewithResolution521(19September1982).Thiscondemnationwasfollowedbya16December1982GeneralAssemblyresolutionqualifyingthemassacreasan"actofgenocide."Endnotes[1]The"RevolutionaryCouncil,"betterknownasthe"AbuNidalGroup,"cf.ZSchiffandEYa'ari,Israel'sLebanonWar,NewYork,Simon&Schuster,1994,97©100,onpage99:"Thethreedetainees[arrestedbyScotlandYard]alsodisclosedthatanenvoyfromBaghdademissaryhadbroughtthemorderstocarryouttheassassination,andthattheyhadreceivedtheirweaponsfromthemilitaryattache'sofficeoftheIraqiembassyinLondon."ThenameoftheIraqiresponsibleismentionedbyDilipHiro,IranundertheAyatollahs,London,Routledge,1985,211:"Israel'sattackwastriggeredoffbyanattempttoassassinateShlomoArgov,theIsraeliambassadortoBritain,onthenightof3June.TheLondonoperationwasmastermindedbyNawalAlRosan,anIraqi'carpetdealer'whowaslaterfoundtobeacolonelinthe



14.09.2007 http://electronicintifada.net/bytopic/145.shtml #4Iraqiintelligence."(Footnotesomitted).ItisworthnotingthatAmbassadorArgovlaterdenouncedArielSharon'swaronLebanon.[2]ForadetailedcatalogueoftheviolationsoftheGenevaConventionswithregardtothecivilianpopulation,seethereportoftheMacBrideCommission(NobelPeacePrize1974),"IsraelinLebanon,TheReportoftheInternationalCommissiontoenquireintoreportedviolationsofInternationalLawbyIsraelduringitsinvasionoftheLebanon,28August1982©29November1982,"London,Ithaca,1983,187©192(Conclusions)©hereafterreferredtoastheMacBrideCommission.[3]AccordingtoKapeliouk,SabraetShatila:Enquetesurunmassacre,Paris,Seuil1982,citingHaaretzof15September1982,GeneralEitandeclaredthepreviousdaybeforetheKnesset'sCommissionforForeignAffairsthat"[n]othingremainsinBeirutbutsometerroristsandasmallPLOoffice."Kapeliouk,p30.[4]BennyMorris,TheRighteousVictims,NewYork,A.Knopf,1999,p.540.[5]SchiffandYa'ari,Israel'sLebanonWar,NewYork,SimonandSchuster,1984,p.251.[6]ArielSharon,Warrior:AnAutobiography,SimonandSchuster,NewYork,1989,p.498.[7]SharonattheKnesset,AnnextotheKahanCommissionreport,TheBeirutMassacre,TheCompleteKahanCommissionReport,Princeton,KarzCohl,1983,p.124(Hereafter,theKahanCommissionReport).[8]IsraeliDefenseForces[actualliteraltranslationfromHebrew�tsahalisanacronymofthisphrase.][9]KahanCommissionReport,p.125.[10]KahanCommissionReport,p.14.[11]Kapeliouk,p.37[12]KahanCommissionReport,p.104:"Wehavefound...thattheMinisterofDefensebearspersonalresponsibility."Weshallreturntothisedifyingconclusion.[13]EmilGrunzweig.AvrahamBurg,thecurrentSpeakeroftheKnesset,washurtduringthisdemonstration.[14]ThemostwellknownworksarethereportsoftheKahanCommission,theMacBrideCommissionandtheNordicCommission,andthebooksofRobertFisk,Ze'evSchiffandEhudYa'ari,AmnonKapeliouk,ThomasFriedman,JonathanRandallandothers.AnenquirybytheLebanesemilitaryprosecutor,whichconcludedthatnoresponsibilitylaywiththeexecutorsofthemassacre,hasneverbeenpublished.TabithaPetran,TheStruggleOverLebanon,NewYork,MonthlyReviewPress,1987,p.289.[15]SchiffandYa'ari,p.285.TheabovetextisanextractfromtheComplaintlodgedinBelgiumagainstIsraeliPrimeMinisterArielSharon,AmosYaronandotherIsraelisandLebaneseresponsibleforthemassacre.
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